



November 21, 2007

Dear Valley of Charlotte Brother:

There is great news, my Brother…we are NOT SELLING our Temple!
Nearly twenty five years ago, I was elected to receive the degrees of the Scottish Rite in the Valley of Charlotte’s grande and spacious temple.  During that three-day reunion, I had the pleasure of meeting some of the finest men in the world! Since then, many of those Brothers have passed on to be with the Great Architect in “that house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens”.  They may no longer hold fellowship with us today, but the Temple they created for “the betterment of the order” continues to live on in their memory.
During those early days when the Charlotte Temple was new, we faced numerous challenges and many of those same challenges remain before us today.  Last month as I sat in the far upper balcony watching the degrees performed at the fall reunion I was in awe at the vast expanse of the auditorium and how fortunate our Valley is to have this grand and magnificent structure.  The only thing lacking is filling this Temple with the vast numbers of Brothers that it was designed to accommodate.
Yes, my Brother, we have a magnificent Temple and just as those who helped design and build it some thirty years ago, it is now our charge to preserve and keep it!  Although there were efforts over the past several years to sell our Temple, the overwhelming majority of Brothers who attend our monthly Stated Communications have elected to do what is necessary to bring it back into good working order.
And that is why I write this letter to each of you; soliciting your support and your engagement to “PRESERVE OUR TEMPLE” and keep it the shining jewel of Scottish Rite Freemasonry that it was built to be!  For this effort I am asking that each Brother contribute $100 to this cause.  It will take around two hundred thousand dollars to achieve this initial preservation effort as we have an immediate need to replace the leaking roof and make upgrades to our heating and air conditioning system, all of which have surpassed their useful life expectancies.  The cost my Brothers for each of us is a mere twenty-seven cents per day over the next twelve months; far less than a cup of coffee! 
In an effort to complete this campaign at an early date, I am asking that you send in your check for $100 or whatever your purse will allow at this time.  We also are now setup to accept credit cards for this effort and for any other contributions you may elect to make on behalf of our ongoing Rite Voice Clinic Campaign or even to remit your annual membership dues.  Credit card payments can also be made over the phone by calling your Scottish Rite office at 704-365-3579 or email to:  scottishrite@bellsouth.net.
So my Brother, please make your contribution today to preserve our magnificent Temple and all the good Masonic work that continues to emulate from within.  And more especially, come travel with us and attend YOUR Scottish Rite! Thanks for your support.

Fraternally,
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Tom Stroozas – 32°, KCCH, PVM

Valley Secretary

(Please cut along dotted line and return with your contribution information)


YES, I want to preserve our Temple.  My contribution information is:
(  )
Check enclosed for $_________

(  )
Credit card payment for $________  


Credit Card #___________________________ Expiration: ____________


Type of credit card (circle choice):  VISA 
MasterCard          Discover

Name:

_____________________________________________________

Address: 
_____________________________________________________

Phone: 
____________________  Email: ___________________________

Please mail your contribution to:

“Preserve Our Temple”

Charlotte Scottish Rite Bodies

P. O. Box 221149

4740 Randolph Road

Charlotte, NC  28222
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